FAMILY AND ENVIRONMENT                             7

as a Deputy Collector. He was employed in various Districts
of Bengal, mainly on survey work, and met with an acci-
dent m the couise ol his tour in Kusthia on 8th May 1861
when he was diowncd at the early age of forty-three.

Soshee Chunder, under whose guardianship Romesh
Dutt was placed on his lather's death, had all the brilliance
and cultural traits which had distinguished several members
of the Rambagan Dutt family. Himscll a product of the
Hindu College, he shared his family's love for literature
and, as noticed earlier, along with his cousin Govin Chunder
earned the praise of the Blackwoodv Magazine in England
tor his poems. According to the Indian Echo, "the success
of Soshee Chunder Dutt as a writer lay in the extreme ease
and felicity of his style, directness of narrative, brilliant
anecdote, quiet humour, and chaste sentiment.1'

Romesh Chunder Dutt was thus born not only at a
time when, with the introduction of English education, new
influences were at work in Bengal, but also in a family the
members of which had greatly imbibed this new education,
and had reacted to1 it with considerable brilliance. It is
true that their talents were devoted largely to literary pur-
suits, and did not spread themselves to other fields, such as
economic and political, which in later years engaged the
serious attention of Romesh Chunder; but the cultural at-
mosphere, the freedom from unreasoning belief in traditions
and the general emancipation which the family achieved
provided an appropriate background for the further efforts
in diverse fields which characterised this distinguished mem-
ber of the Dutt family,